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P
rettier than the French Alps, closer than 
the States, credited with being the home 
of modern slalom skiing, and with some 
of the best powder and off-piste skiing 

you can find, it’s easy to see why the Swiss Alps are 
popular with Brits seeking their annual fix of snow and 
fondue. I’ve done my fair share of skiing. Having a Nor-
wegian mother, not learning to ski was never an option 
— it’s often said that Norwegians are born with skis on 
their feet. My mother can confirm that is not true, but 
what is true is that some of the best downhill skiing 
I’ve ever experienced has been in the Swiss Alps. 

These days, it’s not just about the skiing. Resorts 
like St Moritz offer everything from ice cricket and 
skeleton bobsleighs to shopping worthy of Bond 
Street. Each of the many resorts has its own identity, 
so it’s worth working out exactly what you want from 
your holiday before you book. 

For those of you who want more than just skiing, or 
are holidaying with non-skiers, St Moritz will be right 
up your street. The original Alpine resort, which first 
hosted British visitors in winter in 1864, St Moritz has 
developed into the winter sports capital of Switzerland. 
It’s the home of the Cresta Run, and makes the most of 
its fabulous location on Lake St Moritz by putting the 
frozen water to unusual use over the winter. In Janu-
ary, it hosts the annual St Moritz Polo World Cup on 
Snow. The lake also plays host to greyhound racing and 
cricket, so check to see what’s on when you’re going.

St Moritz might have gained a reputation for being 
pricey, glitzy and full of Russians, but don’t let that put 
you off. There’s fantastic skiing to be had, particularly 
if you can drag yourself away from the Corviglia slopes 
closest to town, and explore Corvatsch or Diavolezza-
Lagalb, which are often quieter and have better snow. 

If you’ve managed to make it through the recession 
with your wallet unharmed, La Marmite is the restau-
rant of choice on the slopes — the ‘highest European 
gourmet restaurant’, with caviar and truffles on eve-
rything from pizza to mashed potato. Post-ski, Café 
Hanselmann is the place to rest your weary bones and 
prepare for another round of champagne and caviar. 

The most famous hotel is Badrutt’s Palace Hotel 
— known in the resort simply as ‘The Palace’. It is 
pricey, but has its own ski school and seven in-house 
restaurants, including a Nobu. It also owns the popular 
Chesa Veglia restaurant, whose pizzas are said to be 
second to none in town. If you have the energy, Dracula 
Club is the most exclusive place in town, a members-
only establishment founded by Brigitte Bardot’s 
playboy ex-husband, Gunter Sachs. Alternatively, 
if you’re a whisky aficionado, try The Devil’s Place, 
which claims to have the world’s largest collection: 
more than 2,500 choices.

If you’re after something quieter and less flashy, and 
the words ‘Swiss Alps’ conjure up images of yodelling 
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goatherds, Klosters is sure to be your cup of glühwein. 
Despite its visits from Wills and Harry, this laidback 
alpine village has remained true to its farming roots. 
Smaller and cosier than neighbouring Davos, Klosters 
isn’t about five-star hotels — it’s more of a jeans and 
a jumper place. In terms of skiing, the village is per-
fectly located at the base of the Parsenn mountain, 
which offers some of the best slopes in the area. On 
the other hand, the Madrisa mountain in the Klosters 
valley boasts great slopes for beginners and children. 
Klosters also offers plenty of options for eating out on 
the mountain: Schwendi Ski und Berghaus is just one 
example, serving delicious traditional Swiss food. 

If you’re after après-ski, however, be warned — 
Klosters isn’t a big party town. Gaudy’s Graströchni by 
the base of the Gotschna cable car is always good for a 
post-ski beer, while the Casa Antica club is a favourite 
of the likes of Prince Harry and Tara Palmer-Tomkin-
son. Popular dinner spots include the Chesa Grischuna 
or the Steinbock, while the Pizzeria Al Berto is always 
a favourite, especially with families. For fine dining, 
your best bet is the Hotel Walserhof, a favourite of 
Prince Charles, which has just undergone a renovation 
and is due to reopen in December. It gets booked up 
early, especially in high season.

Klosters offers numerous options for hotel 


